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Laurel, Maryland – Friends of Tonga’s leadership recently met with the Honorable Prime Minister of
Tonga to discuss our programming and to increase collaboration between FoT and Tonga. We are excited
to orient the Tongan government to our efforts and we look forward to cultivating a partnership that
supports our shared mission of educational development across the Kingdom of Tonga.

Last week, Friends of Tonga transferred $35,800 USD ($84,550 pa'anga) to the Civil Society Forum of
Tonga (CSFT) to continue financing community-led initiatives in response to the January volcanic
eruption.

The latest wire transfer will fund six additional rainwater collection systems in the Ha’apai and Tongatapu
island groups. Each cistern has the capacity of storing 10,000 liters (2,642 gallons) of clean drinking
water, which will fill a major need for communities that have had limited access to water. This money will
also support the construction of shelters for the water collection tanks in the Ha’apai region that Friends
of Tonga financed back in July.  Since many of the Ha’apai communities were completely decimated,
structures with clean roofs are limited. These shelters will serve the dual function of 1) providing a roof
for water collection, which will be funneled into our cisterns; and 2) serve as a meeting space for
women’s community groups.

We also financed the construction of three separate aquaculture farms for the Otu Mu’omu’a
community, which is made up of the villages of Nomuka, Fonoi and Mango, in the Ha’apai island group.
These communities will be sharing the Ano Lahi lake, on the island of Nomuka, to operate their own
aquaculture initiative. We are confident that this project will provide both a sustainable source of protein
for outer islands and revitalize the local economy.

The details of these initiatives are below:

1) Clean Drinking Water Support
Community Served Item/Material

● Lifuka 4 cisterns
4 cistern stands and plumbing

● Sopu 2 cisterns
2 cistern stands and plumbing

2) Community Rainwater Cistern Shelter
Community Served

● Nomuka
● Mango

https://csft.to/wordpress/
https://csft.to/wordpress/
https://www.friendsoftonga.org/articles/friends-of-tonga-provides-funds-for-the-civil-society-forum-of-tonga-1


3) Aquaculture Farming
Community Served Item/Material
Otu Mu’omu’a (Nomuka, Fonoi, Mango) Posts, netting, hardware, and feed.

Friends of Tonga is committed to assisting the most vulnerable communities throughout the Kingdom of
Tonga. We are incredibly grateful to our partners, donors, and our entire community for making this
relief possible. We will be providing updates on our efforts as we receive them from the CSFT.

To continue supporting efforts like these, you can do so here!

Sincerely,
The Friends of Tonga Board

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/campaigns

