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International Partnership to Provide Sandals to Tongan Students

On December 8, the Civil Society Forum of Tonga (CSFT) hosted the Aotearoa Tonga Relief Committee
(ATRC), who donated 5,000 pairs of high quality sandals that will be distributed to schools across the
entire Kingdom of Tonga. Friends of Tonga board member Mr. Maka Pailate, who is also the treasurer of
the Aotearoa Tonga Relief Committee (ATRC) and current CEO of the Tonga Health & Social Services-
‘Akiheuho led the ATRC delegation accompanying the container of footwear. It was through the Friends
of Tonga (FoT) link that the CSFT Humanitarian Hub was selected to be the local contact to help
distribute the footwear.

Representatives from ARTC included Maka Pailate, Dr. Soana Muimuieata, Rev. ‘Ikilifi Pope and
Havelulahi, who traveled to Tonga, to officially present these donations. Receiving the donation on
behalf of the CSFT Humanitarian Hub was: the Chairman of the Board of Director, Drew Havea, Secretary
General of Tonga Red Cross, Mr, Sione Taumoefolau, Executive Director of CARITAS Tonga, Mrs. Suliana
Falemaka, FWC Tekina ‘i Moana, Rev. Sione Misinale and other representatives from the CSFT.

FoT is proud to serve as a link between international nonprofits and community leaders in Tonga. We
are especially grateful to our board members Maka Pailate and Barbara Rose Lavakei’aho, who helped
coordinate this worthwhile donation. Their leadership is promoting organic relationships among NGOs
throughout Tonga and the Pacific, which will be a vital resource for future extreme weather events.
When asked about his hope for these types of collaborations, Mr. Pailate replied, “l hope and look
forward to working together with NGOs in Tonga (especially FoT and the CSFT) to distribute future
disaster relief aids to remote areas and vulnerable communities in the kingdom.”
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