Dear Friends of Tonga Community,

The first half of 2022 has been an absolute whirlwind. As you are well aware, the
Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai volcanic eruption and subsequent tsunami caused wide-spread
devastation across the islands of Ha’apai, Tongatapu, and ‘Eua. These disasters were
unfortunately exacerbated by the advent of Covid-19, which accompanied the first wave of
disaster relief to the Friendly Islands. Throughout all of this, we have done our best to advocate
on behalf of Tonga, fundraise, and support Tongan-driven, community-led responses to help
mitigate these disasters.

We believe we have risen to that challenge and have financed innovative and incredibly
impactful programming that have supported the most vulnerable communities. Both the Civil
Society Forum of Tonga (CSFT) and MORDI Tonga Trust have publicly lauded our support and
have stated that Friends of Tonga was the first organization to provide funding for their disaster
relief efforts! Since the volcanic eruption, we have provided W.A.S.H services, counseling
services, food distribution, educational resources, and agricultural support to every impacted
island group, with a focus on those communities most affected. This impact and our ability to
quickly and flexibly support communities in need is because of you.

Likewise, we have publicly raised awareness of Tonga, the challenges it faces, and Friends of
Tonga’s profile as well. As one of the only 501¢3 nonprofits that support Tonga, we have a track
record of getting it done! This has attracted the attention of celebrities, foundations,
organizations, and an army of RPCVs and individual donors who have promoted and financially
supported our efforts. It has been breathtaking and humbling.

This disaster has also highlighted gaps in how Friends of Tonga operates. We are a volunteer-
led organization (we do not get paid) and many of our board members and officers are moving
into the family planning stage of their life. We are in need of passionate and capable individuals
who are both willing and able to step into officer roles. We are specifically looking for people to
help us with our social media accounts, communications, outreach, and website support. If you
are interested (or know someone who may be interested) in supporting us in any of these ways,
please email us at friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com.

Since we have been so busy with programming and supporting disaster relief efforts, we have
not had time to put together a traditional newsletter. We apologize for this inconvenience. In its
stead, we are providing our Financial and Annual Reports from 2021 below. For all of our press
releases on our disaster relief projects visit our website here.

We are so grateful to you and for your support of us! Our community is a passionate, generous,
and engaged one. Many of you have reached out to us directly to offer words of
encouragement, ask for clarifications on how money is being distributed, and promoted us
among your networks. You make us a better organization and it is because of you that we are
able to maximize our impact on the ground. We hope we are making you proud.

‘Ofa atu,
Michael Hassett
President of Friends of Tonga


mailto:friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com
https://www.friendsoftonga.org/articles?current_page=1&sort_type=display_date&filter=%7B%22nothing%22%3A+%22nothing%22%7D&display_type=default
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The graph depicted below illustrates the net fundraising over the course of FY21.

Net Fundraising over Time
(FY 2021)
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Figure-1

Since the beginning of 2021, Friends of Tonga has received donations from a number of
organizations and sources. This breakdown can be seen below in Table-1.

Source Amount
Amazon Smile $42.70
Award $5,000.00
Cash/Check $4,409.54
Stripe $20,365.85
Benevity $1,539.32
Bonfire $1,286.44
2021 Total Fundraising $32,643.85
Table-1

Lastly, the project balances for FY21 for Friends of Tonga can be found below in Table-2
and visualized in Figure-2.

Project Balances Sum of Amount

Early Childhood Programs/Construction $17,589.39

Operating $4,156.75

Scholarship $2,917.26

Grand Total $24,663.40
Table-2
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FY 2021 Activity Report

1) We completed construction of the Ta’anga Kindergarten, which is the first
cyclone and earthquake resistant early childhood center in the entire Kingdom.

2) The Friends of Tonga Video Read Aloud Library has been overhauled and
expanded by 15 books. Check it out HERE.

Video Library

Friends of Tonga is providing these stories for Tongan teachers, students and parents to use with permission from the authors. These videos show English stories and have
attached resources 1o be used in the classroom. Click on the title of the story or the picture to watch/download.

If you are interested in helping read or create materials- leam more 1

Resources for Harold's Hungry Eyes
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https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/videolibrary/5d026718893aaa17efe1b966
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3) We hosted RPCV Tina Martin for her virtual book launch of Everything I learned
I could have learned in Tonga, which drew over 75 attendees!
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4) Our Pen Pal program is still operating and letters were exchanged between 4
classrooms, throughout 2021.
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5) Our scholarship program is still going strong and we fully funded 24 high school
students for 2021 academic year.
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2021

24 Student Scholarships

Awarded
; . , . LIBRARY
) Our projects and programming were ultimately OF CONGRESS
recognized by the United States Library of L:TERAGY
Congress, who designated us as a 2021 Library of

AWARD

Congress Literacy Award Best Practice Honoree!

We continue to remain in awe by this designation. WINNER
You can view the Library of Congress’ official znz'

announcement here.

BEST PRAGTIGES HONOREE

End of Report

PAGE 7


https://www.loc.gov/programs/library-of-congress-literacy-awards/winners-and-honorees/winners/2021-winners-and-honorees/

