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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of Tonga Community,

I hope this newsletter finds you safe and healthy in

these tumultuous times! The last newsletter that found

its way into your inbox was pre-pandemic and what feels like a different
lifetime. Despite the uncertainty and challenges this year has brought,
Friends of Tonga has been able to continue making progress on our
programs and projects: we have held two virtual events (pg. 6), broke
ground and are in the final stages of our rebuilding our kindergarten
(pg. 5), and are releasing our 2021 scholarship application (pg. 4)!

| am also extremely excited to share that we were selected as the win-
ners of the 2020 Loret Miller Ruppe Award for Outstanding Community
Service! This is an incredibly competitive award the National Peace
Corps Association confers to affiliate groups and is typically awarded to
one or two groups, annually. Friends of Tonga is still a relatively new
organization (going on 3 years), making this selection even more re-
markable. This honor is a testament to both the impact that our pro-
grams are making and to the strength and engagement of our commu-
nity.

To build on these successes, we rely on your continued engagement
and financial support. We recognize that this has been a difficult year
for many, so we are attempting to come up with creative ways to earn
your support. One such way is our inaugural T-Shirt competition,
where talented FOT members created and submitted t-shirt designs to
print on our first-ever merchandise! From November 7-14, members
voted on their favorite design and we are pleased to announce that our
T-Shirt campaign is now live! To purchase a shirt, check out page 2.

Also, Giving Tuesday is December 1, 2020 and is our biggest collection
for our programming, especially our scholarship program. To date, we
have awarded over 20 scholarships to students in Tonga because of
your generosity. Please consider donating and sharing us with your
networks; every bit helps us provide educational opportunities to stu-
dents in Tonga!l

| am so incredibly proud of the organization we have created and con-
tinue to grow! We have made tremendous progress on every metric
that measures success: membership recruitment, social media interac-
tions, money raised, partnerships forged, hosting events, and so on.

| hope you are just as proud as | am and can see the value/impact we
are making. With all of the competing priorities we have, amidst the

backdrop of so much uncertainty and tumult, | appreciate you choosing
to engage and invest in Friends of Tonga; it is making all the difference!

‘Ofa atu,

Michael Hassett
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Support Friends of Tonga!

None of our programs could operate without your generosity. This year, we have multiple ways you can support us:
Facebook, purchasing a t-shirt, Amazon Smile, and donating directly to our website. Thank you for helping us maxim-
ize our impact in Tonga and for choosing to make a difference in the lives of the Tongan children we support!

Bonfire T-Shirt Campaign

Our T-Shirt campaign is now live and runs until December 14th! Cost per shirt is
$25 USD. For every shirt we sell, $11 is donated to Friends of Tonga! They are
perfect for stocking stuffers!

https://www.bonfire.com/friends-of-tonga-t-shirts

Amazon Smile

2"!‘: .4 Friends of Tonga is on Amazon Smile. Amazon Smile operates just like Ama-

) N zon, except the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase

~mil A price from customers' eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the charitable or-
dMaZonsr . ganizations they select.

You Shop. Amazon Gives.
Sign up, select Friends of Tonga as your charitable organization, and start
shopping for the holidays!
https://smile.amazon.com/

Giving Tuesday

Giving Tuesday is this Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 8am Eastern

Time. Facebook will match qualifying donations to nonprofits until #GI¥ING
the allotted $7M runs out. Any US-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit or- TUESDAY
ganization that is eligible to receive donations on Facebook may be

matched. Our Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.com/

friendsoftonga.

As you can imagine, the 7 million gets matched very quickly; last year it was matched within the first 30 seconds. Last
year, Friends of Tonga had 4 donations matched by Facebook! This was done by donating exactly at 8 am, on Giving
Tuesday. If you are interested in trying to get your donation matched through Facebook, contact friendsof-
tonga2018@gmail.com for more detailed instructions.

Friends of Tonga Website

vg oF Lastly, you can always choose to donate directly to our active program/ projects at
c\ )b the FoT website. We are currently fundraising for our scholarship students and to
S finish the building of the Ta’anga Kindergarten. (See pages 4-5 for more information)
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https://www.friendsoftonga.org/campaigns.
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News and Updates

Friends of Tonga has Won the Lloret Miller Ruppe Award!

N 0 M I NATE Friends of Tonga is thrilled to announce that the National Peace Corps Association
(NPCA) selected us as the winners of the 2020 Loret Miller Ruppe Award for Outstanding

Community Service! The award was presented on September 25 at the annual meeting
of NPCA.
Named for the widely admired 10th Director of the Peace Corps, the annual Loret Miller
Ruppe Award is presented by NPCA to outstanding affiliate groups for projects that pro-
mote the Third Goal of Peace Corps — “strengthen Americans’ understanding about the
- | world and its peoples” — or continue to serve host countries, build group spirit and coop-
eration, and promote service. Announcing the awards this year was Mary Ruppe Nash,
daughter of namesake Loret Miller Ruppe.

Loret Miller RUDDE| Community senice ™

We were recognized for our Video Resource Library and our Pen Pal Exchange Pro-
gram! These programs were designed to augment and enhance the delivery of English language teaching already tak-
ing place in Tonga. We are so thankful to everyone who took a share in recording books for our video library and to all
of the classrooms who are participating in our pen pal program. The success of these programs is a testament to the
passion and dedication of our partners in Tonga and around the world!

Introducing Todd Henry to the Board

Please welcome Friends of Tonga's new Communications Coordinator: Todd Henry!
Todd grew up on a small farm in Pennsylvania. He met his Tongan-born wife 'Anau,
in 2008, while living in New Zealand. They married in Tonga in 2010, and Todd has
had an ongoing relationship with the Friendly Islands ever since!

Over the past decade, Todd has been involved in a number of projects, in Tonga,
relating to photography, filmmaking, rural development, climate change, education, §
and deportation. Todd has a great passion for the Tongan language and culture and
he most enjoys late-night discussions around the kumete with friends.

He holds a bachelors in anthropology and education from Lincoln University (USA),
and a masters in environment and society from the University Of Waikato (NZ). He
is currently a climate change disaster risk management coordinator for MORDI TT.
Todd, 'Anau and their two children are currently living in Auckland, New Zealand and
they hope to relocate back to Tonga in the near future.
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2021 Scholarship Applications/Updates

By: Harrison Siegel

Like most aspects of life in 2020, the world of educa-
tion has not been spared from the consequences of
COVID-19. After a brief school closure in Tonga, our
13 2020 scholarship recipients are back in the class-
room.

We are releasing our 2021 application process in the
coming weeks. Friends of Tonga looks forward to re-
funding our current recipients while also awarding
scholarships to a new group of students across the
country. As always, thank you to our incredibly gener-
ous donors who make this program a reality. If you

=4 would like to support our scholarship program, you can
donate here:

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/campaigns/2021-student-scholarship-fund

Time Capsule Project

By: Katie Tongia

Do you have a great story about your time in Tonga? Do you have pho-
tos? Or perhaps you have written a poem or memoir about Tonga? What-
ever it may be, FoT is hoping you will share these and more! This year,
we are launching the Tonga Time Capsule Project to collect stories and
media from our community to share on our website! We will have a dedi-
cated page(s), divided by years, to curate memories for the wider FoT
community and world to enjoy! If you would like further information or
wish to participate, email us at friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com or mes-
sage us on Facebook! [ ] 0
’

In the meantime, check out Peace Corps Tonga’s social media pages on ’ ’
Instagram and Facebook for photos “Through the Decades!”

@peacecorpstonga



https://www.friendsoftonga.org/campaigns/2021-student-scholarship-fund

Education Programming Updates

By: Chiara Collette

Kindergarten

We are excited to share with you the progress that has been made on the new Ta’anga Kindergarten!
The Friends of Tonga Kindergarten building has been making steady progress as we work with our

partners on the ground and the non-profit organization Schools for Children of the World. The building
has an estimated completion date of the end of December of this year allowing the school to be ready
for students to start school in January. The walls of the school have been built and the construction

crew is currently working on the roof trusses. We have selected a company in New Zealand to provide
furniture for the school, including chairs and tables selected specifically for kindergarten age students
which should be arriving in December.

This project still needs additional funding to be completed-to sup-
port this project and help it get over the finish line, visit: https://
www.friendsoftonga.org/campaigns/tongan-kindergarten-project

Pen Pal Program

The Pen Pal Program continues, despite some delays due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and virtual
learning in the United States. Thankfully, Tongan schools are open as usual and our Tongan schools
are busy working on letters to send to their American Pen Pal classes before the end of their school
year. We are looking forward to being able to exchange more letters next school year and share vide-
os and pictures between our Pen Pal partners. If you or someone you know is interested in participat-
ing in the pen pal project, please email friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com

Video Library

Friends of Tonga continues to provide more read alouds for our Tongan partners to be used by teach-
ers, parents and students in Tonga. At the publication of this newsletter, we have reached 63 read
alouds with corresponding materials with the goal of reaching 100 read alouds! We are currently look-
ing for additional volunteers to read stories, develop materials or contact authors. To see our video
library and learn more visit:
https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/videolibrary/5d026718893aaa17efe 1b966.

If you are interested in participating in this project please email friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com.
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Our 2020 Event Line Up

By: Autumn Thomas

On May 29, Friends of Tonga hosted its first virtual "sit down" event with film producer Todd
Henry to discuss his 2019 VICE film Gangsters in Paradise: Deportees of Tonga. The film
follows the lives of four Tongan nationals who have been sent back to Tonga after serving
prison time in New Zealand and the United States.

If you’re interested in watching the film or want to check out more of Todd’s work please visit
http://www.toddhenryphoto.com/ .Thank you to all those who participated and made the
event a success!

~ InSearchof
Pink Flamingos

On October 1, Friends of Tonga joined Friends of Liberia

memoir check out her website at susangreisen.com!

As we approach the new year, please continue to check out our websites for upcoming events!

Want to Join a Committee?

Gangsters in Paradise: A Disc ussion with Film
He

to co-host An Inter-

view with Susan E. Greisen (RPCV Liberia 71-73 & Tonga 73-74). The event
included a virtual slideshow of her service in Liberia and Tonga and an author
interview of her recently released memoir, In Search of Pink Flamingos.

If you want more information on Susan or to purchase a signed copy of her
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Check out our Monthly Spotlights!

March/April Member Spotlight: Bill DedJong May Monthly Spotlight: Sina Uipi

Look out for November’s
Monthly Spotlight-Coming
soon!
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Culture Corner

By: Todd Henry

Back in December of 2019, just before the world unexpectedly went crazy with COVID-19, | was contracted to join an
IFAD (International Fund for Agriculture Development) photo mission to Tonga and the Solomon Islands. Our first
stop on the mission was to ‘Eua where my primary objective was to visually document the daily activities that take
place in a series of IFAD funded community halls throughout the island.

The IFAD representative, who normally resides in Rome, had never been to Tonga or anywhere else in the Pacific
prior to this trip. He learned a lot about Tongan handicrafts, agricultural practices, and of course, faikava! He thor-
oughly enjoyed his experience and was happy to give a positive report back to headquarters regarding the communi-
ty hall projects. | was also able to successfully capture a series of photographs to represent the importance of com-
munity halls in the Tongan context.

For some of you who have spent time in Tonga, particularly in ‘Eua, these photos may bring back some memories!

Gy \‘N\‘\‘m
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Update from Across the Pond
By: Todd Henry & Reimen Hii

New Zealand:

It is finally getting warmer in the southern hemisphere after what feels like a long winter filled with uncertain-
ty. The COVID-19 situation is thankfully more under control here than it is in other parts of the world, although
we aren’t as fortunate as Tonga where it has been completely kept out of the country.

One side effect of Tonga’s COVID-19 border closure has been a large number of Tongans (7000 by some
estimates) who are effectively stuck in New Zealand with no work visas. These individuals must rely on the
generosity of their families and some social services that have been set up to assist foreigners who are cur-
rently in a similar situation.

In other more positive news, we have managed to secure an order for classroom furniture with NZ-based
school furniture company Class*. There were a lot of choices in terms of classroom furniture providers, but
this particular company was selected because of their previous experience in Tonga and their knowledge of
what furniture materials are best suited for heat and humidity.

Australia:

Like many Pacific Island nations, remittances form a significant part of Tonga’s economy, at one third of its
GDP. COVID-19 has led to a dramatic spike in money being sent digitally from countries like Australia and
New Zealand to the Pacific. However, with some transfer costs as high as 10 per cent, huge amounts of hard-
earned money has been going to fees.

To address this, the Australian and New Zealand governments have partnered with the International Finance
Corporation, and the Tonga Development Bank to launch ‘Ave Pa’anga Pau, a digital remittance solution with
significantly lower remittance fees (average of 5% as opposed to 10%) to help create a cheaper and secure
alternative. A first for the Pacific region, ‘Ave Pa’anga Pau will ultimately benefit Tongans in the Friendly Is-
lands and abroad, and hopefully be a blueprint for other Pacific countries to
follow.

FOT members and Tongans looking to reconnect with Tongan culture can
now do so online with Pasifika TV & Radio, an online digital space that broad-
casts weekly Tongan music, news and entertainment throughout the world.
Pasifika TV & Radio was officially launched in July 2020 by HRH Princess
Latofuipeka Halaevalu Mata'aho Tuku'aho the High Commissioner of the
Kingdom of Tonga to Australia.

Pasifika TV & Radio broadcast every week Friday evening from 8.00pm Aus-
tralian Eastern Standard Time and can be streamed at
www.pasifikatvandradio.com, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pasifikatvandradio or YouTube at www.youtube.com/channel/
UCanf4ITmuRhCDBCrViokYGg. Broadcasts are also made with local radio stations in Tonga.
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Donation and Membership

Become a member and follow us on Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn!

Support Friends of Tonga

VOLUNTEER: Friends of Tonga needs help! We
have a big need for people to serve on our
committees! Current committees include Education,
Scholarship, Outreach, Events, and Fundraising.
Contact friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com for more
information.

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE: An electronic version of
this newsletter, as wellas an archive of all the issues
for recent years, can be found on our website at
www.Friendsoftonga.org under the “Stay Updated™
tab.

DONATIONS: FoT funds several projects each year.
The funding for these grants comes entirely from
Donations.

Please consider contributing. 100% of your donation
is used to help support these wonderful projects.

If you want to donate, go to our website
www.Friendsoftonga.org and click on Donate. or print
this page, fill out the Membership form on the right
and send it to the address listed. For additional
information or related questions, contact us at
friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com.

CONTRIBUTE TO THE
NEWSLETTER:

The newsletter welcomes news,
photos, stories, recipes,
memories, anecdotes, video
links, etc. from current and
former PCV's, PC staff, Tongan
colleagues, and anyone else

MEMBERSHIP: Membership to join Friends of Tonga is
free!

To join, please visit our website vwww iendsofionga.omg
and click on the *Join Now~ tab.

Or you can send this completed formto Friends of
Tonga at 7009 Marmick Place, Laurel, MD 20707.

interested. Full Name:
Send questions or submissions Address:
to:
friendsoftonga2018@amail.com
Or message us on Facebook, Phone Number:
Instagram, or Linkedin

Email:

PCV Group Number (if applicable):
VOLUNTEER:

Newsletter [ Fundraising (m] Events (m |
Communications/Website [J  Scholarship [J

Outreach [
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