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Dear Friends of Tonga Community, 

This year has been incredibly challenging for many, in Tonga, and across the diaspora. The
Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai volcanic eruption and subsequent tsunami, this past January,
damaged many homes, caused hardship for many, and four people lost their lives. This disaster is
etched into the history and memory of Tonga and the recovery effort will take years to mitigate
the damage wrought. 

To quote Mister Rogers, who famously said he was always comforted by something his mother
would tell him during times of disaster: “Look for the helpers. You can always find people who are
helping.” Hundreds of thousands of people rallied together to support Tonga in the immediate
aftermath and continue to support the recovery effort. The Friends of Tonga community is proud
to be a part of that coalition and we have mustered every fiber of our organization to uplift the
Kingdom of Tonga. We have been both blown-away and humbled by the generosity of our
community and the fortitude of our partners on the ground who have spearheaded innovative life-
saving programs and projects to serve the most vulnerable communities. 

Friends of Tonga was founded in 2018 in response to Cyclone Gita. At that point, there was no
direct avenue to support community-driven development and disaster relief. Almost exactly 4
years later, the worst disaster to hit Tonga in recent memory occurred. We have been told by both
the Civil Society Forum of Tonga and MORDI Tonga Trust that Friends of Tonga was the first
nonprofit organization to fund their operations and we believe we were the first organization to
fund any disaster relief in the entire Kingdom. Since January, we have invested $133,248 USD that
have supported disaster relief programming that has directly impacted 25% of the entire Tongan
population. From providing clean drinking water and food, to vegetable propagation, to funding
scholarships to every displaced student, and to supplying outer island communities with rainwater
cisterns to have clean drinking water for underserved communities. 

Within the next year, we hope to support programming that stabilizes the Tongan economy, build
additional weather resistant early-childhood education centers, and continue to support education
and literacy programming. We cannot do this without you. We are a volunteer-led organization,
who are making an incredible impact. We need your help making Friends of Tonga a sustainable
organization! We are in need of officers and board members who can map out the future and take
Friends of Tonga further. Please check out page 13 for our roles we are in need of filling. 

Thank you for continuing to invest in Friends of Tonga and subsequently Tonga. Without you, we
would not be able to serve this community. 

‘Ofa atu, 
Michael Hassett 

Letter from the President



2022 Q3 Financial Report
Executive Summary

Friends of Tonga continues to support re-building efforts in Tonga by sending
funds to the Civil Society Forum of Tonga (CSFT). In Q3, Friends of Tonga

transferred a total of $34,600 to CSFT.  
Donation amounts seem to have returned to the level they were at last year.

However, as the giving season is coming up we may expect to see an increase in
donations.  

The amount of funds raised over time can be seen below in Figure-1.
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In Q3, Friends of Tonga has received donations from a number of
organizations and sources. This breakdown can be seen below in Table-1.

As previously mentioned, Friends of Tonga continued to support relief efforts
by sending funds to the Civil Society Forum of Tonga. A breakdown of

expenses in Q3 2022 can be seen below. Other programmatic and operational
expenses are also included.

Lastly, the current project balances (through September 2022) of Friends of
Tonga can be found below in Table-3 and visualized in Figure-2.
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Table-2

Table-3
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Figure-2

Friends of Tonga Accomplishments
We are pleased to share our accomplishments via our StoryMaps webpage below. Use
the link to navigate to our active storymap to see photos and the descriptions of our

impact in Tonga: https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/impact

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/impact
https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/impact


Friends of Tonga in the News:
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.philanthropy.com/article/the-world-responds-to-crises-but-climate-
change-victims-need-long-term-support

 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/led-by-laurel-grad-friends-of-tonga-

providing-relief-aid/article_e4368a0e-7eb7-11ec-8eb2-a7b53350c924.html
 

https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/relief-for-tonga
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Program Updates
2022 Scholarship Program

2022 has been an unprecedented year for primary and secondary school

education in Tonga. This year, in addition to continuing to manage the impact

of COVID-19 on education outcomes, the Ministry of Education instituted a

bold change to the structure of Tonga’s school system. Previously, after Tongan

children completed Class 6 at their local primary schools, the majority of

Tongans would enter high school. For the first time in 2022, however, Tongans

would not move to high school for Form 1, and instead complete an additional

two years at primary school, before transitioning to high school for Form 3.

https://www.philanthropy.com/article/the-world-responds-to-crises-but-climate-change-victims-need-long-term-support
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/led-by-laurel-grad-friends-of-tonga-providing-relief-aid/article_e4368a0e-7eb7-11ec-8eb2-a7b53350c924.html
https://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/articles/relief-for-tonga
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/the-world-responds-to-crises-but-climate-change-victims-need-long-term-support


As our scholarship program has historically first found and supported students

entering Form 1, this change mandated a shift in how Friends of Tonga would

continue to provide scholarship funds and partner with the Tongan high

schools across the islands. Before any decisions were made, Tonga was hit by

the twin disasters of a volcanic eruption and subsequent tsunami. The natural

disaster delayed the start of the school year, and drastically changed the lives of

students and families, especially in Tongatapu and Ha’apai.

In conversations with the Ministry of Education and our local principal

partners, Friends of Tonga removed our 2022 application requirements and

provided full scholarships for the students we supported last year. In some

cases, the principals recommended additional students, based on need and

academic standing, for Friends of Tonga to support.

Finally, before announcing our 24 incredible 2022 scholarship recipients, I

want to thank you, our remarkably generous donors. Your support makes these

scholarships possible.

 

Returning Scholarship Recipients

 

6. 

Ala Pale is entering Form 4 at Tonga High School. She lives in
Ha'ateiho, Tongatapu with her widowed mother and sister.
During recess, Ala likes to help her friends with their homework.
Ala's family is originally from Vava'u but moved to Tongatapu
several years ago. Ala hopes to study economics, accounting, and
computer science at university and eventually become a business
leader.

Christopher Saimone is attending Tonga College ‘Atele for
Form 3. He lives in Tofoa, Tongatapu with his parents, two
sisters, and five brothers. Christopher is the 4th oldest. After high
school, Christopher hopes to attend university and become a
doctor. 

 
 



Folauhola Saimone is entering Form 4 at Tailulu College. He
lives in Tofoa, Tongatapu with his parents and six siblings.
Folauhola supports his community by picking up rubbish on the
street and church grounds after school and on the weekends.
After high school, Folauhola hopes to attend the University of
the South Pacific. 

Kilifi Vaka is entering Form 4 at Tupou College Toloa. Kilfi
previously attended Maamaloa Side School and was the head
prefect in Form 3. He lives in Kolomotu’a, Tongatapu with his
parents and younger sister. He likes to memorize bible verses for
Sunday school and wants to be a Church Minister, like his father,
when he grows up. Kilfi participates in indoor college sports,
competing in discus and shot put.

Sioeli Tonga is starting Form 3 at Tonga College 'Atele. He lives
in Tofoa, Tongatapu with his parents, two sisters, and two
brothers. Sioeli helps his community by cleaning the church
compound and wants to be a police officer when he finishes
secondary school.

Latu Ma'upule is starting Form 3 at ‘Eua High School. She lives
with her grandparents in Ta’anga, ‘Eua. Her family praises Latu
for her hard work and kind personality. In Ta’anaga, Latu enjoys
learning from the Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) and loves to
cook and eat food with the PCVs. Latu supports her community
by cleaning the village and participating in various youth
programs. She wants to become a teacher and help the next
generation of kids in her community.

Kaveinga Latu is entering Form 4 at Tonga College 'Atele. He
lives in Ha'ateiho, Tongatapu with his parents. Kaveinga helps
pick up rubbish in his community. He likes to play rugby and
exercise. Kaveinga wants to continue to study science so that he
can become a doctor. He hopes to attend university in Australia
or New Zealand.   
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Sateki Lomu is attending Havelu Middle School for Form 4. He
lives in Ha'ateiho, Tongatapu with his parents and three siblings.
Sateki is the youngest in his family. Sateki has joined a service
group where they help those in their village who need it, such as
cleaning people's houses. He loves sports. Sateki hopes to study
at BYU in the United States and become a soldier.

Malia Misiloi is entering Form 4 at Tonga High School. She lives
in Tatakamotonga, Tongatapu. Malia supports her community
by helping clean up rubbish and is a leader at her school. Her
favorite subjects are math, movement and fitness, English, and
science. Malia wants to go to university so that she can one day
work for the Tongan government. 

Malia Ngungutau is entering Form 4 at Tonga High School. She
lives in Lapaha, Tongatapu. Malia loves playing on her village
basketball team and is part of the New Life Church choir. Malia
plans to study science at university so that she can become a
doctor. 

Ofa Taulani is starting Form 3 at Vava’u High School. He lives in
Tu’anekivale, Vava’u with his parents and 5 siblings. Ofa
supports his community by serving as a member of the village
“green team” that is responsible for picking up the rubbish
around the community. Ofa’s cousin, Ilaise, helped him apply
for the scholarship, and says he loves food and swimming during
the holidays. Ofa wants to become a nurse so that he can keep
his village healthy. 

Salote Piutau is entering Form 4 at Tonga High School. She lives
in Ha'ateiho, Tongatapu with her parents and six siblings. Salote
helps her community by cleaning up rubbish and preparing for
community shows. Salote likes to read and hopes to attend
university overseas so that she can become a doctor to help her
country and family. 
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Tandra (Ruby) Fungalei is entering Form 4 at Queen Salote
College and is a member of the soccer team. She lives in
Tatakamotonga, Tongatapu. Both of Tandra's parents passed
away and she is looked after by her aunt and older sisters,
Lisapeti and Kalesita. Tandra helps her community by cleaning
up the village for visits by the nobles. She would like to go to
university and study to become a doctor.

Isaaka Nicholas Houa is entering Form 2 at Tonga High School
and lives in Tatakamotonga, Tongatapu. His mom makes tapa
and his dad is retired and works in the bush planting yams.
Isaaka is one of 10 children, with 4 brothers and 5 sisters. He is
part of the local youth group and wants to attend university to
further his career and support his family.

 
Malia Siena Peei is entering Form 2 at Tonga High School and
lives in Maufanga, Tongatapu. Malia gardens at her local church
and wants to become a nurse.

Abraham Tu'ua Havea is entering Form 2 at Tonga High School
and lives in Vaini, Tongatapu. Abraham’s father is a seasonal
fruit picker in Australia and his mother cares for him at home.
He has 3 siblings and loves joining local youth activities.
Abraham wants to do well in school so that he can attend
university. 
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Sunia (Sima) Vaisima is entering Form 2 at Ha'apai High School and lives in
Tangoleleka, Ha’apai with her mother and 3 siblings. Sima’s father passed away in
2020 and her mother works as a weaver. Sima wants to become a “handyman”,
like her father, and attend the Tonga Institute of Science & Technology. She wants
to make her dad proud and support her family. 

Mele'utuvai (Mele) Po'uha is entering Form 2 at Ha'apai High School and lives in
Lotofoa, Ha’apai. Mele lives with her grandparents who adopted her. Her
grandfather is a farmer and grandmother cares for the family at home. Mele
cleans the village with her youth group every week, and helped the Peace Corps
Volunteer who worked at the local primary school. Mele’s dream is to become a
nurse and support her grandparents. 
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Sione Niu Mataevalu is entering Form 2 at Ha'apai High School and lives in
Pangai, Ha’apai with his 3 siblings. Sione’s mother is a weaver and he belongs to
the local LDS church, who he supports by cleaning the village. Sione has promised
his mother to always work hard and wants to become a pilot to support his mother
when he is older. 

Paula Kauvaka is entering Form 2 at Vava'u High School. Paula lives in Makave,
Vava’u with her mother, a teacher, and 3 sisters.

New Scholarship Recipients

We are thrilled to support 4 new students in 2022: Taniela Fonokalafi Tausinga
(Form 2 at Vava’u High School), Talaivosa Pulu (Form 2 at Vava’u High School),
Sione Vaka (Form 2 at Ha’apai High School), and Luisa Folau (Form 2 at Ha’apai
High School)

Former Scholarship Recipients

Brandon Tukuafu is entering Form 2  at Vava'u High School. Brandon received a
scholarship from the Ministry of Education and is attending school at no cost.
Brandon lives in Talau, Vava’u with his 6 brothers. His parents work in gardening
and weaving and Brandon’s education goal is to attend university. 

Sosilini (Jocelyn) Havea is entering Form 2 at Vava'u High School and lives in
Kameli, Vava’u with her 3 brothers and 3 sisters. Jocelyn received a scholarship
from the Ministry of Education and is attending school at no cost. Jocelyn’s
mother weaves and sells mats. She helps clean the village every week and wants to
become a teacher. 

Video Read Aloud Library

Friends of Tonga has been hard at work trying to reach our goal of 100 books on

the Friends of Tonga Video Read Aloud Library by the end of 2022. To date, we

have 79 books. These books range from beginner to advanced English books with

corresponding materials for learners to practice English vocabulary,

comprehension and writing. Our goal is for Tongan students, teachers and parents

to use these books and to give all Tongan students access to an English library- no

matter where in Tonga they are! Check out the video library at:

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/videolibrary/

If you are interested in supporting this project by reading books or creating

materials, please contact friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/videolibrary/
mailto:friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com
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News that Should Be on Your Radar
From the Environment Desk: Lori Osmundsen

 

Tonga chaired the 3rd Executive Board Meeting of the Pacific Regional

Environment Program (SPREP) in early September.  SPREP is an intergovernmental

organization headquartered in Apia, Samoa with representatives from 21 Pacific

Island member countries and territories, and is the region's key forum promoting

environmental protection and sustainable development.  In his role as meeting

chairman, Mr. Paula Pouvalu Ma'u (CEO of Tonga's Ministry of Meteorology,

Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change &

Communication) discussed how the Covid-19 pandemic added social,

environmental and economic costs to the considerable headwinds Pacific Island

countries are already facing from the triple planetary threat of climate change,

biodiversity loss and marine pollution. 

On the grassroots level, community groups in Tonga such as No Pelesitiki Campaign

have been working with Waste Authority Limited, Tongatapu's household rubbish

collection service, to initiate regular pickups from homes, offices and schools of

plastic and glass bottles for recycling.  This same coalition was instrumental in

gathering up as much as possible of the huge influx of plastic containers brought to

Tonga in February and March with humanitarian relief supplies following the

Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha'apai volcanic eruption and tsunami.  Plastic and glass

bottles can now be processed at the recycling center at Tapuhia Landfill, which was

recently gifted a baling machine to compress plastic trash so that it can eventually be

shipped to larger recycling centers in Australia.  Tapuhia also received a donation of

plastic shredding equipment, which can be used for first-stage reprocessing of

certain plastics into other reusable goods.  The plastic waste problem in Tonga is

daunting, but greater awareness and action are gaining traction. 
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Keep our website up to date by maintaining website content.

Upload member spotlights

Add additional web pages as needed

Work with Communications Coordinator to manage news updates and send out

press releases.

Manage the Friends of Tonga social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram,

LinkedIn) by posting relevant updates. 

Manage and coordinate any messages received via social media

Assist in drafting press releases and work with the Website manager to send out

these releases to our community. 

Join the Friends of Tonga Team!
Friends of Tonga is looking for the following officer positions:

 

Website Manager

Communications Coordinator 

Friends of Tonga will also be looking for a new Vice President in the coming year.

We are requesting that those interested in this position send us a letter of intent,

which includes their experience and the reason for their interest in this position.

 

To express interest or learn more about these positions, contact:

friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com

CULTURE CORNER
 

Some quick tips on greeting or signing off emails/letters in the Tongan Language:
 
Greeting one person  -  Mālō e lelei
 
Greeting two people -  Mālō Ho'omo Lelei
 
Greeting three or more people - Mālō Ho'omou Lelei 

Formal signing off equivalent of Yours faithfully/sincerely - Faka’apa’apa atu
 
Signing off with gratitude: 
 
Thank you - Mālō  

Thank you very much - Mālō ‘aupito 
 
 

mailto:friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com
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Signing off on a more personal tone sending love to a colleague or a friend or a

family member - ‘Ofa atu or ‘Ofa lahi atu

 

Please note: 

Do not use Mālo e Laumālie as greeting, as it is reserved for greeting the Queen and

Nobles only.

Mālō e Lakoifua is the greeting for the King only, and is not even used for the

Queen.

Tonga is a kingdom and differences in many things from language to food to ta’ovala

and other elements of the Tongan culture must be considered according to the

classification and status of the person that you are interacting with. There is a distinct

difference in the language we use to the King, to the Queen and the Nobles and to

everyone else.

Updates From New Zealand
 

Friends Of Tonga made its presence known in Aotearoa, NZ through its fundraising

efforts for the Volcanic Relief Fund. 

Friends of Tonga appeared in various NZ articles -

https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/19-01-2022/heres-how-we-can-help-tonga

https://www.renews.co.nz/what-we-know-about-tongas-volcanic-eruption-and-how-

you-can-help/

Friends of Tonga also appeared in a news story on national t.v through the kava

fundraiser it did in collaboration with Four Shells Kava Lounge, a Tongan owned

business based in Auckland, New Zealand. The total amount raised from that

fundraising campaign was $6000! This was a massive achievement!

Friends of Tonga CEO and vice president Micheal and Chiara Hassett also appeared

in local radio stations advertising FoT and encouraging more New Zealanders to join

the organization.

https://www.renews.co.nz/what-we-know-about-tongas-volcanic-eruption-and-how-you-can-help/
https://www.renews.co.nz/what-we-know-about-tongas-volcanic-eruption-and-how-you-can-help/
https://fourshellskava.co.nz/
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Friends of Tonga Events

 

We were pleased to host a virtual book event on October 20th. We

interviewed Kate Mangino featuring her new book: Equal Partners. This event

focused on her research and process for this book, as well as her career as a

gender expert. To purchase her book, click here.  We had a passionate group

of attendees and we look forward to hosting more events in the near future. 

Friends of Tonga and TeaMMED: Global Health Initiatives are working on a

programming partnership in the coming year. We are so excited about this

opportunity! Watch this space for further information! You can check out the work

they have already done in Tonga here. 

 

The Friends of Tonga Events Team are working hard to schedule another virtual

event in December, so stay tuned. 

https://www.amazon.com/Equal-Partners-Improving-Gender-Equality/dp/125027611X/ref=asc_df_125027611X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=582093279989&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6317472875108235994&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1018708&hvtargid=pla-1640178275227&psc=1
http://www.teammed.org/tonga.html
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Check out our member spotlights! 
Do you know a member who you think should be spotlighted? Contact us at

friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com

Mapu a Vaea after Cyclone Harold.  Photo by Todd M. Henry (2020)

https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/memberspotlight
https://www.friendsoftonga.org/cpages/memberspotlight
mailto:friendsoftonga2018@gmail.com
https://www.toddhenryphoto.com/

